Heritage Lottery Fund to Support Greenfield Valley Heritage Park Youth Project.

The Heritage Lottery Fund has awarded a grant of £24,900 to enable young people from the Holywell area find out about  the past, present and future of Greenfield Valley culminating in a celebratory, drama-based performance in Greenfield Valley Heritage Park, it was announced today.

The project will raise awareness of the cultural and historic value of the area and be researched, developed, and managed by young Holywell participants supported by Clwyd Theatr Cymru Theatre for Young People and their partners, ensuring a high quality, stimulating and memorable experience through heritage and artistic collaboration.

Greenfield Valley is less than two miles long, but we can trace its history from the 12th century to the present day. Through participation in the project young people and the local community will gain an appreciation of how the past impacts on the present and how to care for the future of their heritage.

Commenting on the award Anne Plenderleith, Education Producer of Clwyd Theatr Cymru Theatre for Young People said, “We are delighted the Heritage Lottery Fund will enable this exciting and imaginative project to take place.  The Valley was once the lifeblood of the area and young people are the lifeblood of their community.  By empowering young people today this award could kick start a long and fruitful partnership ensuring respect and support for the heritage of the valley for generations to come”

Explaining the importance of the award Jennifer Stewart, Heritage Lottery Fund Manager for Wales added, “It is so important for young people to learn about their past and understand where they have come from. This exciting project will give them a host of new skills, boost their confidence and create a sense of place in their community.“
The project will begin in April and is open to all interested young people of all abilities.  Details will be available in schools, libraries, museums, youth clubs, the local press and through Clwyd Theatr Cymru Theatre for Young People on 01352 701575, email anne.plenderleith@clwyd-theatr-cymru.co.uk  or the website www.ctctyp.co.uk for further information.
The Heritage Lottery Fund enables communities to celebrate, look after and learn more about our diverse heritage from our great museums and historic buildings to local parks and beauty spots or recording and celebrating traditions, customs and history.  HLF grants open up our nation’s heritage for everyone to enjoy.  We have supported more than 1,300 projects allocating over £156 million across Wales.

For further information on HLF log onto www.hlf.org.uk
Fast facts on HLF

· HLF has awarded over £156million in grants across Wales – that’s equivalent to more than £50 for every man, woman and child in the country.

· We have invested £30 million in land and biodiversity projects, preserving 1,500 hectares of our natural heritage - that’s an area the size of over 2,000 rugby pitches. 

· HLF has invested over £25 million in projects to preserve Wales’ industrial heritage. Big Pit at Blaenafon was voted ‘Museum of the Year’ after its lottery funded makeover, winning the coveted Gulbenkian Prize, the UK’s biggest arts prize. 

· Over 1,500 HLF awards have been made in Wales since 1995, which averages out at one award every three days for the past decade. 

· HLF’s biggest ever grant award in Wales was £10.75 million for Swansea’s National Waterfront Museum, which opened in October 2005.

· It is estimated that every £1million of HLF funding attracts £800,000 from other sources, making a huge impact on conserving Wales’ heritage for the future. 

· Fifty percent of HLF grants have been awarded to charities, community groups or voluntary organisations. 

· Over £75 million of HLF’s grants in Wales have helped to save, conserve and open up the country’s historic buildings and monuments. 
· HLF funding reaches every corner of the country. We’ve supported schemes for Beaumaris Old Courthouse in Anglesey, Skomer Island, off Pembrokeshire to Newport’s Belle Vue Park.
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